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UP RISING >> Pete Docter’s name may not be familiar, but the writer/director has had a hand in the 
majority of Pixar hits, from Joy Story to Monsters, Inc. to WALL®€. He helms this month's Up, which 
sends an old man, a young boy and their flying house into the wilds of South America. And as Docter 
tells us, he was determined to make this animated adventure as true to life as possible, which Is 
why he dragged himself and a team of writers and animators through dense jungle and to the top 
of a South American mountain to get it right ° By Marni Weisz 
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YOUNG GUNS 26 

John Cho, Simon Pegg and 

Anton Yelchin (Star Trek’s Sulu, 

McCoy and Chekhov] made it » ——— 

their prime directive not to 

sully their iconic characters 
By Jim Slotek 


CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS 28 

His on-set meltdown proves just 
how pumped Christian Bale 

is to play John Connor in 
Terminator Salvation, but he 
says that wasn't always the case 


By Bob Strauss ᾿ eee ee τς Ἢ 
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he made Atom Egoyan radically > ; 
. : much easier to buy a great car made right here in Canada. | 
change a character just so he AUTOMOBILE JOURNALISTS 
: : ASSOCIATION OF CANADA 
could be in Adoration 


By Marni Weisz 


DAZED AND CONFUSED 34 
Rachel Weisz admits playing 
The Brothers Bloom’s oddball 
eccentric wasn't easy 

By Marni Weisz toyota.ca/redtagdays 
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Are Pixar fans ready for a hero who’s.. human? poe ὍΣ ΟΝ 
Never mind that Carl Fredricksen, who flies his house to the wilds of South America where he MICHAEL VAN ZON (ext. 241) 
. VINCENT ALOI (ext. 235) 
must survive not only the jungle, but an eight-year-old boy, is a grumpy old man. Just the fact that DIRECTOR, MEDIA OPERATIONS 
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toys, bugs, monsters, fish, cars, rats and even ἃ trash-compacting robot. In an upside-down way, it WESTERN SALES MANAGER 
seems easier for them to evoke pathos and passion in inhuman characters. A tilt of WALL*E’s head ELIZABETH D’ARTOIS 
or a twitch of Remy the rat’s whiskers serves as an express highway straight to the character’s soul. Sra aoee 

The one exception prior to Up was The Incredibles, which did star a human family, but one with DIRECTOR, SALES 
superhuman powers. Carl Fredricksen does not have superstrength, his limbs do not stretch like SOPHIE JODOIN (ext. 222) 
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When I interviewed director Pete Docter for this issue’s cover story, he told me he’d always felt the ANNIE DESJARDINS (ext. 223) 
human subset “grandparent” had a particular wealth of untapped potential for an animated film — Saree 18) 
in part because seniors do have a sort of superpower. “They can get away with being grouchy,” said ATLANTIC SALES MANAGER JILL HEIGHWAY 
Docter. “You sort of feel like the guys have earned it, they’ve been around and suffered enough over ; 
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the years. If they have a little angry edge to them, well, they’re entitled to that. MATHIEU CHANTELOIS, JOAN GRANT 

And thus Pixar’s first truly human hero was born...a grouchy old man. Turn to “Going Up,” page 38, ELLIS JACOB, PAT MARSHALL, 
to read about Docter’s next step in creating Up — a trip to South America where the artists studied EN EASLEY SUN Senet 
the very real and dangerous landscape that morphed into the film’s meticulously animated world. Famous” magazine is published 12 times a year 
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1 Geez. No matter who It is, 
and how beautiful she is, 

you just can’t help but think of 
Medusa when you see a 
woman with her hair all crazy. 
Sarah Jessica Parker films a 
scene from her upcoming 
comedy Did You Hear About the 
Morgans ? in New York City. 


[5] PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 


2 John C. Reilly is looking 
rough on the New York set 

of The Extra Man. In all honesty, 
we can't figure out who Reilly 
plays in the comedy based on 
Jonathan Ames’ novel about a 
playwright (Kevin Kline) 
sidelining as an escort for rich 
old ladies. We hope it’s not one of 
the ladies. 


[5] PHOTO BY KEN BABOLOCSAY/KEYSTONE 


3 Mickey Rourke has found 
love again. Just a couple 
months after the death of his 
precious Chihuahua Loki, the 
actor lays a big kiss on another 
one of his dogs, Jaws, at 
the L.A. airport. 


[5] PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 


4 30 Rock’s Tina Fey and ER’s 

John Stamos just happened 
to be at Walt Disney World on the 
same day. How the theme park 
got them to pose together with 
Belle, Cinderella and Snow White 
is anyone's guess. Perhaps a 10% 
discount on their Park Hopper 
Passes? 


[5] PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 


Is Gemma Arterton tries to 
keep warm at the London 
premiere of her 1960s comedy 
The Boat that Rocked. 


[5] PHOTO BY SPLASH NEWS 
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ΞΕ 5 cold contribution to Jackman’s Wolverine. 
Plus, The Da Vinci Code fresco that could be yours 


ccording to Marvel lore, 
The X-Men’s Wolverine 
hails from Alberta, 
spent time hiding ina 
B.C. mining colony 
and served in the 
Canadian army. But Wolverine’s 
Canuck roots aren't the only 
way our country influenced 
actor Hugh Jackman’s portrayal 
of the character in this month's 


X-Men Origins: Wolverine — and, 


in fact, all of the X-Men movies. 
Jackman recently told 

Malaysia's New Straits Times 
newspaper that his approach 
to the character dates back 
toa chilly Toronto morning 

in late 1999. He was in the city 
filming the first X-Men movie 


10 Famous» may 2009 


(which turned out to be the 
actor’s big break] when he was 
forced to do something that has 
since become an exercise he 
Carries out each day before 
shooting a scene as Wolverine. 

“| had to wake up at 5 a.m. 
for filming and it was cold,” 
Jackman tells the paper. Ἵ 
wanted to get a shower but 
there was no hot water. So | just 
Jumped in and | couldn't make 
any noise because | didn’t want 
to wake up my wife. 

“I stayed in the shower 
for 35 seconds and | said to 
myself, ‘That’s it. That’s 
Wolverine.’ He wants to yell and 
scream and take everybody's 
head off and be angry but he 


TORONTO'S 
GIFT To HUGH 
JACKMAN? 


can't. He's trying to hold it in.” 

The film’s sequel, X2, was 
shot in Toronto and B.C., 

X-Men: The Last Stand was 
filmed largely in B.C., and the 
new movie, Wolverine, spread 
out over locations from B.C. to 
Australia and New Zealand. But 
no matter where in the world he's 
donning those mutton chops, 
Jackman’s Toronto-born 
tradition stays strong. 

“Ever since that moment | 
have had a cold shower every 
morning. If you imagine waking 
up and having an ice-cold 
shower, all you have to do is 
remember it and instantly you 
just want to smack someone.” 

Glad we could help. —MW 


Artifact 


THIS MONTH'S OBJET DE 
FILM > THE DA VINCI 
CODE FRESCO 


Christine Brown has a good job, 
a great boyfriend, and a bright future. 


RAG 


But in three days, 
she’s going to hell. 


Ghosts of Girlfriends Past 


hits theatres May ist 


AMANDA 


WALSH 


FALLS FOR MATTHEW MCCONAUGHEY 


manda Walsh recalls the moment she first laid eyes on her 

Ghosts of Girlfriends Past co-star Matthew McConaughey. 

“He was playing the side of a cart with his hands, it 

was the perfect Matthew McConaughey moment ’cause 

you hear about him playing the bongos. I went, ‘Wow, 

it’s him,” says Walsh on the line from her L.A. home. 

The 27-year-old Rigaud, Quebec, native and for- 

mer MuchMusic VJ plays Denise, a bridesmaid, 

in the rom-com inspired by A Christmas Carol. 

McConaughey is a womanizing photographer who’s visited by three 

ghosts while attending his brother’s wedding. Although they show 

him what a schmuck he’s been to the ladies, it doesn’t stop him from 

trying to pick up Walsh’s character. And Walsh is the first to admit 
she was just a little bit nervous acting alongside the hunky star. 

“There’s a moment in the movie where we are suppose to meet 
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upstairs and one of my shoes caught under my other shoe and I 
actually face-planted in front of everybody,” says Walsh. “I flew out 
of the frame, right out of the shot. It was like that moment when 
you are laughing-slash-crying at the same time. I was laughing really 
hard, hoping that people would laugh with me, and not at me.” 

She didn’t have to worry, it was all good, just like Walsh’s surging 
career. After leaving MuchMusic to act, Walsh has landed increas- 
ingly bigger parts in better and better projects. And now the former 
VJ says she’s actually able to relax while listening to music. 

“When I worked at MuchMusic every time a song came on I 
couldn’t help but go, ‘Who is this, what album is it from, have I 
interviewed them, am I going to have to interview them?’ I enjoy 
music more now that it’s no longer associated with work.” ἢ 
{Π{ΠΠ|||||||||||Π||||||||||||||Π||||||{||Π||||Π||{|{|||{||{Π||Π||{|||{||{|||Π|{Π|||Π||||{|||||{ΠΠ|{Π|{Π|{ΠΠ||{||Π|||{ΠΠ|{ΠΠΠΠ|||] 
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X-Men Origins: Wolverine, Ghosts of Girlfriends Past, Star Trek, Adoration, Tyson, Angels & Demons, 

The Brothers Bloom, Terminator Salvation, Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian, Dance Flick, 
Little Ashes, Up, Drag Me to Hell, The Hangover, Land of the Lost, Imagine That, Ihe Taking of Pelham 1 2 3, 
The Proposal, My Life in Ruins, Year One, Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen, My Sister’s Keeper, 
Public Enemies, Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs, Bruno, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, 
ese All Good Things, G-Force, The Ugly Truth, Funny People, Julie & Julia, G.!. Joe: The Rise of Cobra, 
The Time Traveler’s Wife, The Goods: Live Hard, Sell Hard, District 9, Inglourious Basterds 
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In 2006, Ben Stiller made 
what some thought was an 
odd career move when he 
opted to play straight man to 
CGI dinosaurs for the family- 
oriented Night at the Museum. 
But Stiller’s choice turned out 
to be awise one as the film 
earned more than $570- 
million (U.S.) worldwide and 
paved the way for a sequel. 

Night at the Museum: Battle 
of the Smithsonian finds Larry 
the night watchman (Stiller) 
rescuing his friends from the 
first film — including cowboy 
Jedediah [Owen Wilson) and 
President Theodore Roosevelt 
{Robin Williams) — who’ve 
been stored in crates and sent 
to the Smithsonian Institute 
in Washington, D.C., while 
New York’s Natural History 
Museum is being renovated. 

Newly added historical 
figures coming to life in this 
sequel include Amelia Earhart 
(Amy Adams) and Alfred 
Einstein (Eugene Levy). 

The Smithsonian spent six 
months going over the script 
before allowing the filmmakers 
to use its name and shoot 
inside its buildings (Fox paid 
the Institute $750,000 for 
those rights). Worried about 
children thinking its exhibits 
are actually sentient, the 
Smithsonian is considering 
altering its brochures to inform 
kids that the exhibits don’t 
really come to life at night. 
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Ghosts of 
Girlfriends Past 
If Charles Dickens had been 
more concerned about ethical 
dating than goodwill towards 
humanity A Christmas Carol 
could have turned out like 
this Matthew McConaughey 
rom-com. The hunky actor stars 
as alove ‘em and leave ‘em 
photographer who's visited by 
three female ghosts who show 
him what a jerk he's been to his 
girlfriends, especially Jenny 
(Jennifer Garner), who was 
once the love of his life. 

VIA 


X-Men Origins: Wolverine 


Delve into the past of macho, 
mutton-chopped mutant 
Wolverine (Hugh Jackman] in 


this X-Men prequel. We learn of 
his difficult mutant childhood, 
the death of his lover, and 

his enrollment in the U.S. 
government’s secret ‘Weapon X” 
project, in which he becomes a 
real badass teaming with other 
mutants such as his half-brother 
Sabretooth (Liev Schreiber), 
Deadpool (Ryan Reynolds) and 
Gambit (Taylor Kitsch]. 


MAY 


Star Trek 


Trekkies have lived through 
the horrors of seeing 

Kirk up to his armpits in 
Tribbles, Spock jam with 
hippies and Bones score with 
Harry Mudd’s androids. 

So there’s no way hotshot 
director J.J. Abrams’ take on 
the early life of James T. Kirk 
(Chris Pine) and his 
adventures with U.S.S. 
Enterprise crewmates Spock 
(Zachary Quinto], Scotty 
(Simon Pegg), Sulu (John 
Cho), Chekov (Anton Yelchin | 
and Uhura (Zoe Saldana] 
could embarrass the 
franchise. Engage! See 
interview with Cho, Yelchin 
and Pegg, page 26. 


Adoration 

Atom Egoyan’s multilayered 
drama focuses ona teen 
(Devon Bostick] who causes 
havoc for himself and his 
morose uncle (Scott 
Speedman] when he creates 
a false family history and 
shares it with the world 
online. See Scott Speedman 
interview, page 32. 
RELEASE DATE: )) 0 


Tyson 

Director James Toback 
became fascinated with 

Mike Tyson when he cast 

the boxer in his 1999 film 
Black and White. Now Toback 
takes an in-depth look at 
Tyson's life in this doc that has 
the former world heavyweight 
champ opening up about his 
career, anger issues, time in 
prison and how he managed 


to spend more than $300- 
million (U.S.} in career earnings. 
> RELEASE DATE: yo 


Angels & Demons 

The Da Vinci Code’s symbologist 
Robert Langdon (Tom Hanks} is 
back in action when the Vatican 
sends for help. The Pope has died 
and It appears that four cardinals 
have been kidnapped by the 
Illuminati, a Secret group that 
was once persecuted by the 
Catholic Church. Langdon and his 
comely assistant, Vittoria Vetra 
(Ayelet Zurer), follow clues left by 
the Illuminati that lead them to 
the cardinals, and a much bigger 
conspiracy that could destroy 
the Church once and for all. 
RELEASE DATE: ———™ 


Terminator Salvation 
John Connor (Christian Bale} 
has understood continued > 
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Angels & Demons’ Robert Langdon (Tom Hanks) thinks hard 
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Dance Flick’s Essence Atkins and Shawn Wayans do their thing 


since childhood that it’s his 
destiny to try and stop Skynet 
and its vast array of merciless 
machines from wiping out the 
human race. Now it’s put up or 
shut up time, as Skynet detonates 
a nuclear bomb and Connor 
rounds up the human survivors 
for one final battle against the 
‘bots. See Christian Bale 
interview, page 28. 

RELEASE DATE: 


The second generation of Wayans 
are ready for their close-up. 
Damien Wayans — nephew of 
Keenen, Shawn and countless 
other Wayans — directs this 
send-up of urban dance flicks 
starring Damon Wayans Jr. as a 
hoofer who teaches a white girl 
(Shoshana Bush) how to 
bust a move. 

RELEASE ΔΤ: 


In this twist-filled, comedic 
Caper, two conmen brothers 


(Adrien Brody and Mark Ruffalo} 
plan one final con involving an 
eccentric heiress (Rachel Weisz] 
who they whisk off to Europe to 
wine and dine before stealing 
her millions. But things don’t go 
quite as they planned. See 
Rachel Weisz interview, page 34. 
RELEASE ΔΤ: 


Before Robert Pattinson was 
cast in Jwilight, he travelled to 
Spain to shoot this arty pic set in 
20s Madrid concerning the 
friendship between aspiring 
artist Salvador Dali (Pattinson |] 
and poet Federico Garcia Lorca 
(Javier Beltran), who grow 
increasingly closer to one 
another while shutting out their 
mutual pal, Luis Bunuel 
(Matthew McNulty]. 

RELEASE DATE: 


Directors Pete Docter and 
Bob Petersen are responsible 
for Pixar Animation Studios’ 


on the Big 
screen 


WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW 
JUDGMENT DAY 
Sun., May 1¢, 8 p.m. EST 
THE METROPOLITAN 
OPERA 
LA CENERENTOLA 
(ROSSINI) 

Live: Sat., May 9, 
1230/0 Eo 
Encore: Sat., May 23, 
12:30 p.m. EST 
IN CONCERT 
DIANA KRALL: 

LIVE FROM RIO 
Wed., May 20, ? p.m. 
60 ΤΌ CINEPLEX.COM 
TO BUY TICKETS. 


Drag Me to Hell's Lorna Raver needs a dentist 


most off-the-wall flick to date, 
featuring a 78-year-old retired 
balloon salesman named 

Carl Fredricksen (Ed Asner], who 
fulfills a lifelong dream of seeing 
the world when he ties 
thousands of balloons to his 
house and turns it into a flying 
ship. The only thing he didn’t 
plan on was being joined by 
eight-year-old stowaway Russell 
(Jordan Nagai). See Pete Docter 
interview, page 38. 

RELEASE DATE: > 


Mortgage officer Christine 
Brown (Alison Lohman) is 
hexed by an aged, one-eyed, 
Eastern European woman 
(Lorna Raver] after she 
refuses to give her a home 
loan — bad move Christine, 
bad move. Tormented by evil 
spirits, Christine has three 
days to find a way to reverse 
the curse before she is 
dragged to hell. 

RELEASE DATE: 
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You’d think we'd be frustrated 
with Michael Cera for falling 
back on the same sweet, 
shlubby character he 
perfected in Arrested 
Development— and has 
repeated in every film since 
— for the biblical comedy 
Year One. But somehow seeing 
George Michael dressed ina 
loincloth and with Metallica 
hair trying to survive in 
ancient times just makes the 
movie that much funnier. 
Cera and Jack Black play a 
couple of bumbling hunters 
who are kicked out of their 
village, and then travel 
through the ancient world 
coming across such well- 
known dudes as Cain 
(Arrested Developments 
David Cross) and Abel 
(Paul Rudd), and Abraham 
{Hank Azaria) and Isaac 
(Christopher Mintz-Plasse). 
The film, which harkens 
back to Mel Brooks’ History 
of the World: Part 1 and 
Monty Python's Life of Brian, 
was co-written and directed 
by SCTV alum Harold Ramis, 
whose career has certainly 
been rejuvenated by his 
association with the 
Judd Apatow gang. Ramis had 
parts in the Apatow-directed 
Knocked Up and Walk Hard: 
The Dewey Cox Story, and 
now holds the top job in this 
summer blockbuster 
produced by the current 
King of Comedy. 
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The Hangover 

If you're making a movie about 
characters that get really drunk 
and do something catastrophic 
they won't remember the next 
day, be sure to set it in Vegas. 
This time, Sin City welcomes 
soon-to-be-married Doug (Justin 
Bartha] and his groomsmen 
(Bradley Cooper, Ed Helms, 
Zach Galifianakis] for one last 


night of pre-wedding partying. 
But the next morning the boys 
wake to find Doug’s missing, 
there's a tiger in their bathroom 
and a baby in their closet. 
RELEASE DATE: = 


Land of the Lost 

Ina loose re-do of the 1970s TV 
series, Will Ferrell is scientist 

Dr. Rick Marshall, whose belief in 
time warps makes hima 
laughing stock. When Marshall, 
his assistant (Anna Friel] anda 
survivalist (Danny McBride] are 
sucked through a “space-time 
vortex” and spit into an alternate 
world filled with lizard people, 
giant crabs and dinosaurs, he’s 
proven right. But in order to 
gloat, he'll have to get home. 
RELEASE DATE: = 


My Life in Ruins 

Nia Vardalos returns to her 
strength — being Greek — to 
play Georgia, a romantically 
challenged travel guide who 
spends her days showing 
North American tourists 
around Greece’s most 
romantic sites. 
>RELEASE DATE: 


Imagine That 

His Oscar-nominated 
Dreamgirls performance 
gradually fading from 
memory, Eddie Murphy once 
again settles into a family 
comedy, this time playing an 
overworked financial exec 
who all but ignores his 
daughter (Yara Shahidi] — 
until he realizes her 


imaginary friends are full of 
valuable insider information 
that’s key to saving his career. 
RELEASE DATE: 


The ΩΝ 
Pelham 12 3 

Aremake of the tense as a 
tripwire 1974 film, this update 
Stars John Travolta as Ruder, 
an arch criminal (with the 
goatee to prove it] who hijacks 
a New York subway train and 
holds its passengers for 
ransom. Denzel Washington 
plays the subway dispatcher 
forced to play hero when Ryder 
wants to swap him for all the 
passengers on the train. 
RELEASE DATE: 


The Proposal 

Follow closely. American actor 
Sandra Bullock plays a nasty 
Canadian book editor working 
in New York. Her visa is denied 
and she’s about to be sent 
back to Canada, so pretends 
to be engaged to her American 
assistant (Canadian actor 
Ryan Reynolds) in order to 


Denzel Washington tries to save the day in The Taking of Pelham 1 2 3 


Cameron Diaz and Sofia Vassilieva in My Sister’s Keeper 


Stay in the States. Too bad 

Miss Canada’s been so cold to 
her poor gopher all these years. 
RELEASE DATE: ὃΡὀΠΞΣΚοΨ. 


Transformers: Revenge 
of the Fallen 

Filming locations ranged from 
Pennsylvania to Paris to Luxor 
(the one in Egypt, not the Vegas 
hotel) for this sequel to 

2007's blow-’em-up action pic 
Transformers. This time, 

Sam Witwicky (Shia LaBeouf] 
has information about the 
Transformers’ ancient origins 
that puts him in grave danger. 
But he can take solace in the fact 


that Decepticon forces need to 
capture him alive. 
RELEASE DATE: 


My Sister’s Keeper 
Actor/director Nick Cassavetes 

( The Notebook) steps behind the 
lens for this cautionary medical 
drama that stars Abigail Breslin 
as Anna, achild conceived to be 
a donor for her sick sister. But 
after years of painful procedures, 
Anna enlists the help of a lawyer 
(Alec Baldwin) to become 
emancipated from her parents 
(Cameron Diaz, Jason Patric) so 
she can make her own decisions. 
RELEASE DATE: 


EXTREME RULES 
Sun., June ὦ, 8 p.m. ET 


Helen Mirren stars in this 
production of the 
Jean Racine tragedy 
mounted by the 
National Theatre U.K. 
Thurs., June 25, 7 p.m. 
local time 


THE AUDITION 
A feature film 
documenting the final 
week of the 2007 
Metropolitan Opera 
National Council Auditions 
Live: Sat., June 6, 
1 p.m. ET 
Encore: Sat., June 15, 
7 p.m. local time 


PARTICIPATING THEATRES 
AND TO BUY TICKETS. 
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BIG SCREEN TASTE 


PUBLIC 


ENEMIES 
JULY 1 


Tired of based-on-a-true-story 
films that turn out to be about 
as true as Bernie Madoff’s 
investments? Well, here’s 
something you should know 
about Public Enemies. That 
scene where bank robber 
John Dillinger (Johnny Depp) 
has his famous shootout with 
FBI agent Melvin Purvis 
(Christian Bale) was filmed at 
Wisconsin’s Little Bohemia 
Lodge, the actual site of the 
1934 event. 

They also used the real 
Lake County jail in Crown 
Point, Indiana. Dillinger 
escaped from that jail using a 
gun carved from a block of 
wood. And Marion Cotillard, 
who plays Dillinger’s lover 
Billie Frechette, was even 
spotted at the Wisconsin 
reservation where Frechette 
grew up, digging around for 
inspiration. 

Bryan Burrough, the 
Vanity Fair writer on whose 
book the movie is based, 
credits director Michael Mann, 
who has a reputation for 
being accurate in his reality- 
based films ( The Last of the 
Mohicans, Ali, The Insider), for 
the attention to detail. After 
reading the script, Burrough 
happily wrote on his blog, 
“No, it’s not 100 percent 
historically accurate. But it’s 
by far the closest thing to fact 
Hollywood has attempted, 
and for that | am both excited 
and quietly relieved.” 

What a lovely change. 


as Bruno, the over-the-top and 
out-of-the-closet Austrian TV 
personality (who, like Borat, 
became popular on Da Ali G Show) 
popped up fairly regularly 

over the past year. But it 
remains to be seen whether — 
in a post-Borat world — the 
comedian was able to get the 
kind of damning, off-the-cuff 


responses needed to make a 
hit-and-run comedy work. 
You may have already guessed, RELEASE DATE: > 
but dinosaurs are the big 
obstacles for Sid the sloth, 
Manny the mammoth and Diego 
the sabre-toothed tiger this time 
around. And it’s all Sid’s fault. 
When he tries to steal some dino 
eggs, Sid becomes trapped ina 
hidden world where the big 
beasts still rule. It’s up to his 
buds — including expectant 
papa Manny — to get him out. 
RELEASE DATE:  — 


Oh, the anguish. The 
disappointment. The tears. 
Harry Potter fans were out of 
their minds with anticipation 


Is guerrilla filmmaking as 
successful the second time 
around? Reports of Sacha Baron 
Cohen jumping up on catwalks 
and attending pro-Prop 8 rallies 


Jim Broadbent (left) and Daniel Radcliffe in HP6 


22 FAMOUS» MAY 2009 


From left: Funny People’s Adam Sandler, Seth Rogen, Eric Bana 


prior to last fall’s release of the 
sixth Potter film. But then 
Warner Bros. waved their magic 
wand and made the November 
21st release date disappear. At 
last Harry (Daniel Radcliffe} 
returns to search for 
Voldemort’s horcruxes, which 
contain pieces of his evil soul. 
RELEASE DATE: 


Like real estate agents need 
more to worry about... The heir 


to a New York City real-estate 
dynasty (Ryan Gosling) gets 
caught up In a world of trouble 
when the girl he was seeing 
disappears. 

RELEASE DATE: 


We realize that a live action/CGl 
pic about an elite squad of highly 
skilled guinea pigs running 
secret missions for the U.S. 
government sounds absolutely 
ridiculous. But that’s what we 


thought about A/vin and the 
Chipmunks too. 
RELEASE DATE: 


ATV producer (Katherine Heigl] 
turns to her chauvinistic 
reporter (Gerard Butler} for 
honest advice about landing a 
guy. So what are the chances 
she'll fall for him in the end? 
We see shades of He's Just Not 
That Into You, right down to the 
casting of Kevin Connolly as one 
of Heigl’s failed dates. 
RELEASE DATE: 


Ever since Pagiiacciintroduced 
us to the sad clown it’s been hard 
to look at comedians without a 
bit of pity. Get ready for a whole 
pity party as famous comedian 
George Simmons (Adam Sandler] 
is diagnosed with a blood disorder 


om | AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY AT: cineplex 


Registered trade-mark of Cineplex Entertainment LP used under license by Zast-Foods Corporation. 


on the Big 
screen 


WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW 
NIGHT OF CHAMPIONS 
Sun., July 26, 8 p.m. EST 
GOTO CINEPLEX.COM FOR 
PARTICIPATING THEATRES 
AND TO BUY TICKETS. 


that may kill him. Friendless, 
he bonds with young stand-up 
lra Wright (Seth Rogen) who 
helps him through his worst 
times, including the realization 
he still loves his ex (Leslie Mann, 
wife of the film's director 
Judd Apatow] even though 
she’s now married. 

RELEASE DATE: 


{Melanie Laurent) tc 
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Julie & Julia 


Doubt co-stars Meryl Streep and 
Amy Adams reunite for this light- 
hearted film adaptation of 

Julie Powell's book Julie & Julia: 
365 Days, 524 Recipes, 1 Tiny 
Apartment Kitchen. Adams plays 
Powell, who decides to spend 
one year replicating every 

recipe in Julia Child’s (Streep) 
legendary cookbook, Mastering 
the Art of French Cooking, using 
her small apartment kitchen as 
her cooking headquarters. 
RELEASE DATE: τ 


G.I. Joe: The Rise of Cobra 


Transformers proved people 
would watch a movie featuring 
characters based on hard plastic 
toys. Hasbro's 6.1. Joe is the 
granddaddy of all action toys, 
although according to the movie's 
director, Stephen Sommers 

[The Mummy}, the film takes 
most of its cues from the G./. Joe 
comic book. Dennis Quaid stars 
as Hawk, the commander of the 


Global Integrated Joint Operating 
Entity, a team of military 
operatives whose members 
include the studly Duke 
(Channing Tatum) and brainy 
Scarlett (Rachel Nichols]. It’s 
their job to take down the evil 
organization known as Cobra. 
RELEASE DATE: ts 


The Time Traveler’s Wife 
The long-awaited adaptation of 
Audrey Niffenegger's bestseller 
Stars Eric Bana as a Chicago 
librarian born with a genetic 
disorder that causes him to 
involuntarily travel through time, 
and many of his trips bring him 
into contact with his wife 
(Rachel McAdams) at different 
Stages of her life. 
RELEASE DATE: > ὁ 


The Goods: Live Hard, 
Sell Hard 


Jeremy Piven plays an eccentric 
Salesman who's brought in to 
help a used car lot sell its cars 


on the Big 
screen 


SUMMERSLAM 
Sun., Aug. 23, 8 p.m. ET 


FOR PARTICIPATING 
THEATRES AND TO 
BUY TICKETS. 


over the July Fourth long 
weekend. Look for an 
uncredited appearance from 
the film’s producer, Will Ferrell. 


District 9 

Set in Joburg, South Africa, 
this futuristic flick sees aliens 
land in Africa only to be turned 
into Slaves for the Multi- 
National United Company. 
Known as ‘non-humans,” the 
aliens plot to overthrow their 
human oppressors. 


Travelex 


Supporters of 


June 25 


by Jean Racine 
in a version 
by Ted Hughes 


with Helen Mirren 
In the title role 


photo (Helen Mirren) by Charlotte MacMillan 
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- What do those baby faces know 


about going where no man has 

gone before? We talk to 
hin and 

about playing Star Trek’s younger 

versions of iconic Starfleet 


officers 


“Your father was captain of a starship for 
12 minutes, and saved 1,800 lives including your 
mother’s and yours. I dare you to do better.” 


—Enterprise Captain Christopher Pike (Bruce Greenwood) 
throws down the gauntlet to a brash delinquent named 
James T. Kirk (Chris Pine) in J.J. Abrams’ Star Trek. 


No, this is not your father’s Captain Kirk. 

When we meet the future saviour of the 
Federation in J.J. Abrams’ prequel to the ’60s 
TV series, he’s a cocky 22nd-century Iowa 
hayseed/rebel. He ends up in a barroom 
brawl with six male Starfleet cadets after 
trying to pick up a young female cadet 
named Uhura (Zoe Saldana). 

And he has about as much desire to enter 
Starfleet Academy as Amy Winehouse has of 
entering rehab. 

But — shades of Harry Potter! — it turns 
out this unremarkable youngster from an 
unremarkable place has a date with destiny. 


26 FAMOUS» MAY 2009 


And there’s a world-destroying villain who’s 
been trying to kill him since his birth. 
Whoops, sorry. I forgot to call “Spoiler!” 
(The fanboy world is divided between those 
who want to know everything in advance 
and those who want to know nothing.) 

For his part, J.J. Abrams (TV’s Alias, Lost, 
Fringe) says he knew next to nothing about 
the Star Trek universe when he signed on to 
resuscitate the franchise. But, word is, the 
Kirk-meets-Spock-at-Starfleet-Academy idea 
had been kicking around Paramount since 
the ’80s, and was finally honed to the point of 
being worthy of an A-list director’s interest. 


BY JIM SLOTEK 


“When they asked me to be involved in 
Star Trek, it wasn’t an obvious movie for me 
because I wasn’t a huge fan of Star Trek,” 
Abrams says in a taped message shown 
alongside 20 minutes of the film that was 
screened for Toronto media earlier this year. 
“But when I read the script by Alex Kurtzman 
and Roberto Orci, I had to do this movie. It’s 
full of adventure and comedy, it’s sexy and 
scary. It’s a big, giant spectacle, but it’s also 
an intimate and emotional story.” 

Who knows? Maybe fresh eyes are the 
key to a successful Trek movie. John Logan, 
the Oscar-nominated writer of Gladiator and 
The Aviator, was a huge Trek fan, and he end- 
ed up writing the awful Star Trek: Nemesis — 
a.k.a. Star Trek IX — the movie that once 
looked like the end of the line for the series. 

But despite being a newbie, Abrams has 
lined up everything Classic Trek fans want, 
including uncanny young stand-ins for the 
original characters: Christopher Pine as Kirk, 
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Star Trek’s young guns, from left: Anton Yelchin, Chris Pine, Simon Pegg, Karl Urban, John Cho and Zoe Saldana 


Zachary Quinto (Heroes) as Spock, Simon Pegg 
(Shaun of the Dead) as Scotty, Anton Yelchin 
as Chekhov and John Cho (Harold & Kumar 
Go to White Castle) as Sulu, plus a special 
appearance by Leonard Nimoy, dropping in 
from the future as the older Spock. 

And I swear, if you close your eyes, Karl 
Urban as “Bones” McCoy sounds exactly like 
DeForest Kelley. Even Majel Barrett — the 
widow of Trek creator Gene Roddenberry, 
and the omnipresent “computer voice” in 
every Trek series — signed on, voicing com- 
puters up to within a few weeks of her 
death this past December. 

And though this entire, ahem, enterprise 
has been cloaked in secrecy like a Romulan 
Warbird, we do know that many Trek alumni 
visited the set, including Walter Koenig 
(Chekhov), George Takei (Sulu) and The Next 
Generation’s Jonathan Frakes. 

“I met Jonathan Frakes, who is freakishly 
large, a huge hulk of aman,” says Cho while 


in Toronto last year. Cho admits he too, was a 
latecomer to the sprawling Trek universe. “As 
a young kid, I thought Star Trek was a little 
bit silly, Iwas distracted by the velour. But as 
I got older and would watch reruns, I real- 
ized it was an incredibly intelligent show, 
daring and thoughtful and meditative.” 

On meeting his forerunner Takei, Cho says, 
“I was nervous about stepping into his shoes, 
but in his typically magnanimous fashion he 
said, ‘In a couple of years, people are going to 
call me the older version of you.’” 

Yelchin says that veneration sometimes 
took second place to puzzling over the orig- 
inal accents. The actor, who speaks Russian, 
didn’t “get” what Koenig was doing back 
then, “but it was fun to take things from the 
old character and bring them to the new one. 
Words like ‘wessels...wery strange...Wulcan,’ 
stuff like that was fun to bring on.” 

And Pegg, who befriended the late James 
Doohan’s son Chris, shifted Scotty’s accent 


slightly from Aberdeen to Glaswegian. “Half 
my family is Scottish and my wife’s Scottish,” 
Pegg says. “I had some leeway, and I made 
Scotty’s accent Northwestern Scottish — 
just above Glasgow, but pretty Glaswegian.” 

SPOILER ALERT! 

One thing Abrams’ Trek shares with 2002’s 
Star Trek: Nemesis is that Romulans figure 
into the story, in this case a rogue Romulan 
named Nero (Eric Bana) with a hate-on for 
Spock’s home world of Vulcan, and for Kirk. 

Yes, I know what you’re thinking — or at 
least I know what yow’re thinking if you have 
a Starfleet uniform in your closet. In the Trek 
canon, humans don’t even meet Romulans 
until the events of the 1966 Classic Trek 
episode Balance of Terror, which took place 
years after the events in this movie. 

All we can tell you is, time travel changes 
everything. ἢ 
ΠΠΠ{Π|Π|||||||Π||Π|||||||||||||{|||||{Π||Π|||||{|||||||||{Π|||||Π||Π|{ΠΠ|Π|ΠΠ|ΠΠ|Π|||| 


2 Jim Slotek writes for the Toronto Sun. 
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~ CHRISTIAN BALE 


The coming together of an intense 
actor and an intense role can only 
mean one thing. Terminator Salvation 
is Fong to be intense. Christian Bale 
talks about reinventing the 25-year-old 
franchise eo sy Bos sTRAUSS 


ook, I’m an actor, people shouldn’t 
know much about me,” Christian Bale 
said during our Beverly Hills interview 
early last summer. 

Famous last words? 

Within a month, the very private 
star of the biggest movie of the decade was not only accused of assault 
by his mother and sister on the day of The Dark Knight’s London 
premiere (no charges were ever filed); he also let loose an expletive- 
laden tirade on the New Mexico set of Terminator Salvation against 
director of photography Shane Hurlbut. The first incident instantly 
dragged skeletons out of the Bale family closet for all the world to 
ponder. It wasn’t until February of this year that a recording of the 
Terminator meltdown hit the internet, but within hours it was being 
satirized on TV and turned into X-rated dance mixes. 
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Bale publicly apologized for the harangue — although many in 
the acting community defended the reason for, if not the length 
and intensity, of his outburst, since Hurlbut broke basic set decorum 
by adjusting lights in Bale’s sightline while cameras were rolling, 
disrupting the actor’s concentration. 

Still, while the 35-year-old actor has never nurtured a nice-guy 
image — or much of any off-screen image at all — such embarrass- 
ing revelations could not have been comfortable for the guarded 
star. And Terminator Salvation didn’t need anything else that might 
make people snicker. 

The fourth entry in the once-groundbreaking sci-fi series, 
Salvation has neither director-creator James Cameron nor iconic 
star Arnold Schwarzenegger on board. Instead, it’s directed by 
McG, who, beside the goofy name, is best known for making the 
aggressively brainless Charlie’s Angels movies. continued > 
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“Absolutely, I was hesitant,” Bale says of being asked to play the 
grown-up John Connor, leader of the human resistance against the 
Skynet machines that have all but taken over a near-future Earth. 
“I was working with Michael Mann on Public Enemies in Chicago 
when I got the offer, and I saw a great deal of potential in it. But if 
we didn’t achieve it, or achieved anything less than that, it would 
be quite a failure.” 

Actually, Salvation looks like a pretty decent apocalyptic action 
pic that tells a neat story about a crucial period in the Terminator 
movies’ timeline. Some years after Skynet became sentient and sent 
its missiles, robots and cyborgs to wipe out humanity, Connor’s resist- 
ance group comes upon a young anti-machine fighter, Kyle Reese. 
Played by Anton Yelchin in the new movie, Reese will grow into the 
warrior who goes back in time to not only save Sarah Connor from 
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the T-800 Terminator sent to kill her in the first movie, but perform 
his duty of becoming John’s father. 

That should make for a pretty interesting relationship between 
Bale’s Connor and his much younger dad. Oh, and there are some 
pretty cool-looking spider-bots and techno-tentacled things, not to 
mention early models of the deceptively human-looking killing 
machines that give the series its title. 

“With Terminator, to me, there was an opportunity there in a way 
that I enjoy approaching all genres of movies,” says Bale. “That ina 


similar fashion to what we did with Batman Begins — even though 
we're going to recognize a previous mythology, unlike we did with 
Batman Begins, which started the story there — it’s an opportunity, 
which is our responsibility, to revitalize it and to reinvent. There’s no 
point in doing it otherwise, and that’s what I aimed to do.” 


͵ Ι 


Yet reinventing the popular 
Terminator movies creates some 
understandable pressure. Why 
run the risk of screwing up a 
beloved franchise when you’re 
already the lead in the most 
successful movie series reboot 
in a generation? Perhaps it has 
something to do with Bale’s 
outlook on his profession: when 
good-paying work is offered, 
you grab it. 

“There’s probably not an actor 
alive, unless they come from some wealthy family, who at some point 
hasn’t been absolutely broke,” he reckons. “Nobody who has any 
intention of getting rich becomes an actor. The likelihood that that’s 
gonna happen... It ain’t gonna happen. And ifit does, you’re a lucky 
bastard because, you know what, you were never a businessman. I’m 
certainly not. You know what I like doing? I like pretending to be 
other people. Do you ever think that that could lead to any kind of 
financial stability? Certainly not. I never did, whatsoever.” 

In the interest of full disclosure, it should be noted that Bale 
hasn't always liked playing other people, either. Born in Wales toa 
South African pilot and entrepreneur (who later married noted femi- 
nist Gloria Steinem) and an English circus performer, Christian began 
acting professionally as a child. After his big movie breakthrough in 
Steven Spielberg’s Empire of the Sun, the 13-year-old Bale found being 


EXPLAINS HIS NAME 


When a director named simply McG leapt from obscurity into the big leagues to direct 2000's Charlie's Angels everyone assumed he 
was some cutting-edge hip-hop impresario — an assumption reinforced by the fact that his only credits to date were some music 
videos. But then we caught glimpse of McG — a pasty, motor-mouthed redhead who looks about as fly as Simon Pegg. 

On his blog at Warnerbros.com/terminatorsalvation, McG finally explains his McMoniker: “I realize my name is ridiculous. | was 
born Joseph McGinty Nichol. McG is short for McGinty. | have been called this since the day | was born to create separation from my 
Uncle Joe and Grandpa Joe. | realize it sounds like some Hollywood nickname, hip-hop choice. But the truth is, this is simply my name 
— for every day of elementary school, every zit-filled day of high school. | have been taking sh-t for it ever since. | get it, | would think 
it’s lame too. But it’s just a name, and to change it now would seem fraudulent.” —MW 


a celebrity so distasteful that he almost quit acting for good. 

“That’s why I have very strong opinions about why kids should 
not be working at such a young age,” says Bale, who with wife 
Sibi Blazic has a four-year-old daughter whose name he refuses to 
reveal in public. “I think that introducing children to an industry 
where they may not recognize the pressure — but, very quickly, 
they’re going to — and which is an adult industry...I would be very 
skeptical about putting anybody that I cared about, who was close to 
me, into this professionally at a young age. I would absolutely sup- 
port it as a hobby and as an amateur pursuit. But to enter into the 
professional world is a whole different ballgame.” 

By the time he reached adulthood, though, Bale was totally 
committed to acting — often beyond the call of duty. He pumped 
himself up to physical perfection for American Psycho, Reign of Fire 
and the Batman movies, starved himself to ghostly dimensions for 
The Machinist, and went pretty far toward both extremes for the 
P.O.W. escape adventure Rescue Dawn. 

Until he hit the Bat-jackpot, few of Bale’s films made significant 
money. But that never stopped him from investing an intense emo- 
tional and physical commitment into his work. That’s resulted in 
some pretty disturbing performances, which we now know kind of 
come naturally to him. “Whilst I’m making movies, the rest of the 
world kind of ceases to exist for me,” he says. 

And if whatever’s eating at Christian Bale helps power his per- 
formances, we sort of hope that he never gets over it. ἢ 
{{{ΠΠ||Π|||||||||{Π|||||||||||{|||||||||||||1|||Π||{|||{|||Π||{||{1|{Π|||{||{|||||{Π||{Π||Π||{ΠΠ|{Π||{||{Π|Π|{ΠΠ||{||{Π|{ΠΠ||{ΠΠ|ΠΠ|{Π||{||] 
Bob Strauss lives in L.A. where he writes about movies and filmmakers. 
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cott Speedman didn’t wait for Atom Egoyan 
to offer him a role in Adoration. Instead the 
Toronto-born star of Underworld and TV’s 
Felicity chased down the script and convinced 
Egoyan to strip 15 years off one of the central 
characters so that he could play the role. 
Why? “He’s one of the guys I really wanted 
to work with,” says the 33-year-old actor 
during an interview at last year’s Toronto 
International Film Festival. 

Adoration tells the tangled story of Simon (Devon Bostick), a sensi- 
tive teen who’s been living with his uncle Tom (Speedman) since losing 
his parents. Exactly how Simon lost those parents is the film’s central 
riddle, and the narrative jumps back and forth in time trying to solve 
it. When Simon writes an essay claiming his father was a terrorist 
who packed a bomb in his mother’s suitcase it sparks a controversy 
that quickly gets away from the teen thanks to his suspiciously mo- 
tivated French teacher (Arsinée Khanjian). Meanwhile, Tom, a well 
meaning but weary tow-truck driver, struggles to be a father figure. 

Dressed casually and sporting a beard like the one he wears in 
Adoration, Speedman is listening to a message on his cellphone when 
he arrives for our interview. “It’s my mother,” he says sheepishly. 
“She saw me on Canada AM and is very excited.” 
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Toronto’s Seort Sood 
fought for a 


ole in 
tom Egoyan’ 's adoration 


and not just because he’ 
be able to hang out with 
old friends after shooting 
had wrapped BY MARNI WEISZ 


δ: Atom Egoyan loves it when the audience is confused, and this 
movie’s no exception. Was it the same for you as an actor? 

“I had to read the script three or four or five or six times and fill in 
major gaps. As an actor I had to do the whole history. One scene’s 
here, the beginning of the movie, but it actually takes place five years 
before the next scene, you never know that in the script, so it’s the 
same as for the audience.... You have to give over to the feel of the 
movie rather than it being spelled out for you at all times, which I like, 
but it’s not comfortable all the time and some people just don’t take 
to it, some people want to be spoon fed. Some of the story structure 
stuff confuses people and leaves them with a bad feeling therefore 
they don’t like it [laughs].” 


2: What’s your take on your character, Tom? 
“I saw my character as a pretty damaged man, a man with a lot of 
secrets, aman with a lot of guilt, aman whose life, in a way, is over 
before it really gets started. And not just because he becomes a father 


some level. There are a lot of good actors, a lot of well-known people 
who are all sort of feeding for good parts. I got the script, it was 
written for an older man, it was written to be played by a 45-year-old. 
I really thought it would be interesting if he was 20 when he inherited 
this kid instead of 30 or 35, I thought it would be more dramatic and 
then I got to convince Atom that that was the case.” 


2: Does it feel different to shoot at home in Toronto? 

“Yeah, absolutely. It was actually really nice. Making movies is 
always stressful. It’s really fun to be in Berlin or something making a 
movie, but it can also be pretty isolating. My best friends are still in 
Toronto, so it was nice, when you’re done with the day to be able to 
walk off the set and walk to see my friends.... I’d rented a loft apart- 
ment on the west side, on Queen Street, Queen and Ossington area.” 


u: Do you live in L.A. fulltime? 
“Yeah, I live outside of Hollywood, I don’t live in Hollywood, I live 

on the East Side of town in an area called Silver Lake, which is, you 
could say, like the Lower East Side of New York. Not a lot of actors in 
my neighbourhood, which is really nice.” 


2: You came to Toronto early to work on the character with your 
very first acting teacher, David Rotenberg. Tell me what that was 
like and what sort of exercises you did together. 

“I flew up here probably three weeks before we started shooting. I 
wanted to hang out with the kid [Bostick], and get to know the kid 
because I’m about as far away from a father as you can get [laughs], 
and then I wanted to learn how to be a tow-truck driver. And I was 
studying with [Rotenberg] privately on a daily basis.” 


Οὐ So he taught you how to be a tow-truck driver? 
“No, he has a warehouse where he has a couple of cameras and we 
would work on the character and do the scenes.” 


©&: Do you often work with a coach for a movie? 

“Yeah, ifthe material demands it, I like to be prepared. You know, 
in these movies you don’t get a lot of time, everything’s moving 
pretty fast so you have to be on it, you can’t be finding the character 
on set. You can be exploring but you have to be ready to go.” @ 


L111 
Marni Weisz is the editor of Famous. 


at such a young age to this kid, I mean because of whatever abuse he 
had put on his shoulders at a young age with his father.” 


Scott Speedman (left), 
Arsinée Khanjian and 
Devon Bostick peel back 
the layers in ascene 
from Adoration 


2: You went after this role, rather than waiting to be approached. 
“That happens, I get offered a fair amount of things and most of 
them aren’t any good. Anything that! like, I usually have to fight for on 


MAY 2009 FAMOUS 323 


iii i 


Prepare to be befuddled, 
bewl dered and bemused. 


~s*connran 


caper The Brothers Bloom 
is a puzzle‘Of amovie 
that had everrits’star 


perplexed 


achel Weisz admits she was confused while making 
The Brothers Bloom, a conman caper which will come 
out this spring. “Permanently confused,” she says. 

Which is appropriate, since — for the most part 

— the audience doesn’t have a clue what’s going 
on either. That’s not a slam against writer-director 
Rian Johnson’s (Brick) second film. You’re supposed 
to be confused, as are the characters. 

Weisz plays Penelope, a thirtysomething hermit 
who has spent years and years living alone in her New Jersey mansion. 
Over that time, she has entertained herself by mastering one bizarre 
skill after another — ping-pong, skateboarding, juggling, making a 
pinhole camera out of a watermelon. 
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“There was a lot on the page in terms of unusual, bizarre, great 
dialogue,” says Weisz in an interview at the Toronto International 
Film Festival. “It’s very rare that a character as interesting as 
Penelope comes along, particularly a female character. You get the 
clever girls or the beautiful girls. Penelope is so many different 
things, she’s unpigeonholable as a person.” 

Penelope’s seeming naiveté and her bottomless bank account 
make her a natural mark for the Bloom brothers, professional con- 
men Stephen (Mark Ruffalo) and his younger brother, known simply 
as Bloom (Adrien Brody). Stephen concocts a complicated plan that 
will see Penelope travel to Europe with the brothers where she’ll 
put up a huge wad of cash to buy a rare book that doesn’t really 
exist. But for that plan to work, Bloom has to continued > 


τ 


‘A lot of the clothes were 
mine,’ says Weisz. “We did 
α fitting at my flat and I 
pulled out these big, 
lace-up clunky boots, 
which I believe Penelope 

ends up wearing in ever 

single scene. Theyre jus 
wonderful boots. As soon 
as Iputthem on I thought 
these are Penelope boois 
— and they go with 
almost nothing, which 
was perfect” 


romance Penelope, and as the story progresses (the movie is very 
much about the art of storytelling), at least some of Bloom’s feelings 
for Penelope become real. Or, so we think... 

And yet, when Weisz says she was “permanently confused” while 
making this movie, she’s not just talking about the script’s flips and 
flops. She’s also talking about being perplexed as to how to create a 
character that is so utterly eccentric. 

“I don’t know anyone like Penelope,” she says. “I’ve never experi- 
enced anything like Penelope. It wasn’t like I could do research, it 
was just completely living on my wits.” 

The role does seem like it was tailor-made for an oddball like 
Helena Bonham Carter, rather than Weisz, an English Rose best 
known for her Oscar-winning turn in the earnest drama The Constant 
Gardener, as adventurous Evelyn Carnahan of the first two Mummy 
movies, or the sickly heroine from the melodramatic The Fountain, 
which was directed by her husband Darren Aronofsky. 

But, the truth is, Weisz did draw on her own life to create at least 
one important part of Penelope. 

“A lot of the clothes were mine,” she says. “We did a fitting at my 
flat and I pulled out these big, lace-up clunky boots, which I believe 
Penelope ends up wearing in every single scene. They’re just wonder- 
ful boots. As soon as I put them on I thought these are Penelope boots 
— and they go with almost nothing [laughs], which was perfect.” 

She says that director Johnson (whom Weisz describes as “a bit like 
a character in his films”) didn’t give her too much instruction. At 
first, she thought he might want her to give a very stylized perform- 
ance, because that’s what she’d seen in his first movie, Brick, a film 
noir set in a high school. 

“And he said, ‘No, no, no, no, no. I want it to be dusty,’” recalls 
Weisz. “And I said, ‘What do you mean by dusty?’ And it turns out 
what he meant by that — he’s a very imaginative person, so he uses 
his words in odd ways sometimes — but he meant that he wanted it 
to be messy, naturalistic. In real life people don’t act in a polished, 
stylized way, we’re all over the place and messy.” 

Shot in Serbia, Montenegro, the Czech Republic and Romania, the 
film has a lush Old-World look despite being made for relatively little 
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Three of a kind: (from left) Adrien Brody, 
Rachel Weisz and Mark Ruffalo 

Inset: Director Rian Johnson (second 
from the left) confers with his cast 


money. “Shooting in Eastern Europe is definitely much cheaper than 
shooting in America,” says Weisz, “so it meant that it was a low- 
budget movie that has incredible production value.” 

With those beautiful settings, quirky characters and surprising 
plot twists, it also looks like a film that would be a lot of fun to make. 
For Weisz, the most fun was filming an intimate encounter between 
Penelope and Bloom, on a train, getting drunk, in a thunderstorm 
that has a powerful aphrodisiac effect on Penelope. 

“We did varying degrees of drunkenness,” explains Weisz. “It went 


from very silly drunk to very serious drunk. I think what ended up in 
the film was very serious drunk because I think when people get 
drunk they can take themselves very seriously, which is funny.” 

In fact, Weisz thinks that, often, the key to making good comedy is to 
play it very seriously. “Look at Sacha Baron Cohen,” she says. “He’s tak- 
ing his characters in-cre-di-bly seriously. He’s committed. Peter Sellers, 
the same thing. It’s about commitment to what you’re doing.” [ἢ 
ΠΠ{{ΠΠ|||Π||||||||||1||||||{||||||Π||||||{||||Π||{||||{||Π||||||{||{|||||||Π|||||{Π||||ΠΠ||{||||||{Π||Π||{||Π|{Π||{Π||Π|||Π|Π|{Π||||] 
Marni Weisz is the editor of Famous. 
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tee at their desks and drawing 
r 


palm fronds just wasn’t good 
enough for the artists at Pixar. So 
they got on a plane and went to 
South America to see those palm 
fronds...and exotic birds...and 
remote mountaintops first-hand. 
Director Pete Docter tells us 
about the trip BY MARNI WEISZ 


ou’d think scouting locations would 

- - be the one thing you wouldn't have to worry about 
a : : 

\ seo τον ceil dts when making an animated film. You'd be wrong. 

AVAOT Fe vin Vine Ν᾿" At least when you’re talking about a Pixar movie. 

᾿ i r | Ϊ ἵν Ry Ὁ ᾿" The groundbreaking animation studio’s latest, Up, 

: follows a grumpy old man and his painfully enthusiastic 

eight-year-old neighbour from a congested downtown 

: Ξ «ς- | core to the surreal jungle and rocky vistas of remote 

Up’s Russell (left) and Carl πε πως. ΠΡ ———< ae South America — a stormy journey they make via a 

onthe moveinSouthAmerica @ a ΣΦ0ΩΝ balloon-powered house, but more on that later. 

Inset: Director Pete Docter , And as director Pete Docter explains, getting the 

urban part right was easy enough, continued 
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but there was only so much they could glean about South America 
from looking at photographs and watching documentaries. 

“We were getting this foggy sense of what it’s like,” Docter explains 
over the phone from California. “It’s probably similar to when you 
come back from some exotic place and you show friends photos of your 
vacation, there’s only so much you can convey with photographs.” 

Docter, whose Pixar credits include supervising animator and story 
artist on Toy Story, directing Monsters, Inc. and coming up with the 
original story idea for WALL °E, is in a car being driven by his editor 
down a California highway. They’re on their way from George Lucas’s 
Skywalker Ranch — where they spent the morning mixing the final 
reel of Up — back to Pixar’s office an hour away. “It’s supposed to be 
done by the end of this week,” Docter says of Up. “It’s hard to believe 
it will ever be over, it’s been five years on this picture for me.” 

Concerned that the real South America just wasn’t coming through 
those photographs and documentaries, in September of 2006 Docter 
took a team of about 10 writers and animators to Venezuela to 
experience the jungle first-hand. “When you got there it was the 
smells, the feeling of it, you could see things up close, take pictures, 
do watercolour sketches and make all sorts of notes for ourselves so 
that we could capture more accurately the feeling of the place.” 
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But if you’re imagining a bunch of artists sitting on little stools at 
a resort, sipping from coconuts and sketching the well-manicured 
flora, you don’t understand these guys. They headed straight for 
a remote locale called Triple Point, where Brazil, Guyana and 
Venezuela meet in a spray of a hundred mountains, more than half of 
which, says Docter, have never been touched by man. 

“It took us three days just to get to one,” he recalls. “We hiked up 
and we camped up there, because to get down, we wouldn’t have 
been able to even make it before nightfall.... Then we arranged for 
a helicopter to pick us up and take us to an even more remote, inac- 
cessible one. I think they said you can hike up it but it would take a 
week and a half, so we opted for the helicopter [laughs]. 

“And the tops of these things are pretty volatile in terms of the 
weather,” Docter continues. “So 1111 be sunny and you’re in shorts 
and a T-shirt and then two minutes later it’l] be a downpour.” 

Which is exactly what happened when a quick-moving storm 
stranded half of the Pixar group at the top of a mountain — the hel- 
icopter simply couldn’t pick them up. “So there were a couple of 
hours where we thought these guys are going to be stuck on top of 
this mountain where very few people have ever been in the history 
of mankind,” recalls Docter. “But luckily in the end there was a small 


opening in the clouds and the hel- 
icopter was able to go back in and 
pick up the second group.” 

So was the trip absolutely nec- 
essary, or just a way for a bunch of 
creative types to finagle a free 
vacation out of their employers? 
“I think without that trip it would 
be more of us making things up, 
and to be honest we did make a 
lot of things up,” says Docter. 
“But there are a lot of [plants] that 
are pulled right out of what we 
saw down there and I think 
there’s a little bit more grounded- 
ness because of that.” 

And grounding a film is neces- 
sary when dealing with such an 
absurd concept. Up tells the story 
of Carl Fredricksen (who’s voiced 
by Ed Asner), a timid balloon 
salesman who falls in love with, 
and marries, an adventurous 
woman. They spend their next 
60 years dreaming of a trip to 
South America, but life slips by, 
the couple grows old, and soon 
enough Carl’s wife is no longer 
around. Now 78, Carl simply 
wants to live out his remaining 
years in the house they shared, 
which requires fighting off an 
aggressive developer’s attempts 
to buy him out. After a heart- 
breaking accident, Carl is deemed 
a danger and told he must move to 
an old folks home. So, he ties thousands of brilliantly coloured heli- 
um balloons to his house and lifts off — heading for South America. 

Of course, every adventure-movie star needs a foil. Enter Russell 
(jordan Nagai), the eight-year-old Wilderness Explorer (similar to a 
Boy Scout) who happens to be on Carl’s front porch when the house 
breaks free. Together, Carl and Russell fly to South America, where 
ala The Wizard of Oz the film shifts from a housebound drama toa 
far-out thriller involving a 13-foot-high flightless bird, talking dogs 
and a long-lost explorer (Christopher Plummer). 

Before being released (in 3D where available) in North America on 
May 29th, on May 13th Up will become the very first animated movie 
to open the prestigious Cannes film festival. “That was a shock for 
me,” says Docter. “I thought we were just screening the film so that 
hopefully we could be included somewhere. So the fact that it was 
opening — wow.” 

But maybe Cannes’ acceptance of an animated film shouldn't be so 
surprising. After all, Pixar’s last two movies, 2007’s Ratatouille and 
last year’s WALL*E were among the best-reviewed films of their 
respective years, each earning an astounding 96% on the popular 
Rotten Tomatoes website, which surveys hundreds of professional 
reviews to create an average score. 


Docter thinks the Cannes honour may also relate to Pixar’s refusal 
to be pigeonholed by its methods. “We’ve always looked at the films 
we do at Pixar as just films, not necessarily animated,” says Docter. 
“We happen to use animation, that’s the medium, but we try to tell 
the strongest stories that we possibly can and I think the results are 
born out in those films.” 

Having finally arrived back at Pixar, Docter contemplates his first 
trip to Cannes as he walks down the hall. “I don’t have any delusions 
that anyone will know who 1 am or anything,” says the man who’s 
had a hand in some of the biggest movies of the past 15 years. “It’s a 
star-studded place. But I think it’ll be fun just to attend and watch 
the movie with the crowd.... It’s an audience of film lovers and to be 
in that same group that welcomed Hitchcock and all those guys, it’s 
really incredible.” @ 
{ΠΠΠ{ΠΠΠ|{ΠΠ|||Π||Π|||{|||||||||||||{|||||{|||{Π|||||{||{|||Π||{Π|{|||ΠΠ||||||{||{|||Π||{|{|Π|||{|||{||||||{ΠΠ||{Π||{Π|{Π||{Π|ΠΠ||ΠΠ||||] 
Marni Weisz is the editor of Famous. 


John Ratzenberger 
with The Incredibles’ 


Underminer 


WHO’S RATZENBERGER 
THIS TIME? 


Best known as barfly Cliff from TV’s Cheers, John Ratzenberger is 
the only actor to voice a character in every single Pixar feature. 
This time, listen for Ratzenberger as the voice of Tom the 
construction foreman early on in Up. Here’s his Pixography;: 
> Hamm in Toy Story [1995] 

ΡΤ. Flea in A Bug’s Life (1998 ] 

Hamm in Του Story 2( 1999) 

The Abominable Snowman in Monsters, Inc. (2001) 

Fish School in Finding Nemo [2003] 

Underminer in The Incredibles (2004 | 

Mackin Cars [2006] 

Mustafa in Ratatouille [2007] 

Johnin WALLeE (2008) 
> Tom in Up(2009) 
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Carr smile Lip But This Amazon seed and horn Bracelet from Fruit gets sophisticated when juicy notes of 

($5, Shoppers D) Tae Mart) IS ἘΠ free, Canadian designer Dandi Maestre ($150, fig and pear blend with white flowers and rich 

100% natural and loaded with good things like dandimaestre.com] is natural, organic and bold amber in Halle by Halle Berry ($35 for 30 ml 
Carrot, coconut and jojoba. enough to be the only accessory you'll need. eau de parfum, drugstores). 


FLAVOURED 


Bring on the brighi, juicy 
colours of summer 


BY LIZA HERZ 


as summer come early this year? This season, the fashion 
= | industry has fast-tracked fruity, bright colours to the front 
a of the display racks. Never mind that it’s still spring — let’s 
get that happy, summer vibe started now. This K Michael Kors Yellow We The pomegranate He conse wakes you up, τις the 
So here we are in May, still weeks away from the summer ($295, viral Kors ἘΠΕ ΠΧ ΤῊ: ih τ πεῖ non-abrasive rice inf o Smoothing Body V 
solstice, yet vivid reds, oranges and acid yellows are already mixes edgy high-shine patent with an earthy cork ($7.50, drugstores] eae you arn over- Sane 
part of the visual landscape. Just a fluke? We think not. sole for the perfect day-to-night shoe. when prepping for spring’s bare fashions. 
Perhaps the powers of corporate couture colluded with the 
government (which, in 2005, moved daylight savings time 
up by three weeks to early March) to make us all a little bit 
happier. And you know what? That’s the kind of conspiracy 
we can totally get behind. 
It’s scientifically proven that a vibrant dose of colour 
can improve one’s mood. The Luscher test (you can take it at 
http://www.viewzone.com/luscher.html), used in advertising claims to quantify your desires, 
goals, even your ability to withstand stress, is based entirely on colour preference. Uncover 
which colours you like and then hit the mall and clothe yourself head-to-toe in happy. 

We're always saying “it’s all about accessories” and this season is no exception. The organic, 
chunky bracelet from Dandi Maestre on the opposite page works now with your spring 
transitional items and, come summer, will look great with a bare and narrow tank dress or 
add punch to safari-inspired separates. And those wondrous acid-yellow wedges will really 
pop when worn over black tights (see the Milanese street fashions on http://thesartorial- 
ist.blogspot.com for inspiration). 
| Inject some fruity fizz into your morning routine as well. Our clutch of fruit-scented (and Vitamin C Energizing Fat z ($16, Body Shop] The multiple zippers The gutsy, oversized print and bold colour of 
) | flavoured) pick-me-up items wil have you happily (but gently) exfoliating, moisturizing and ene ΤΕ no, triple Ate It replenishes make this shiny, candy-bright the Soho Dress from Alfred Sung’s new 
Vi spritzing. We even found a fruity lip butter made of such pure ingredients you could eat it. But moisture, soothes and refreshes, and (bonus] the Red Bag ($140, Brown's) look ure Line ($35, Zellers} demonstrate that 

it’s probably better to use it as a balm and snack on an apple instead. added Vitamin C helps brighten your skin. Just tough enough. floral doesn't always mean delicate. 
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Taking the road less travelled 
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Ben Harper thinks he sounds like Dr. Phil. 
Plus, Diana Krall at Cineplex © BY INGRID RANDOJA 


Singers 
On Screen 


gets plenty of face time in May as she 
releases her fourth CD, Elope, and also pops 


B E N up as one of Matthew McConaughey’s female 
4H AR P |]Ἱ conquests in Ghosts of Girlfriends Past. 
{ ως ἘΠ ΠΥ ΠΗ Sn FU EL PC, PS3, XBOX 360 


ROCKS a meee SS BALL 


-- 


or the daredevil drivers of FUEL, there's no crying over 
spilt milk. Or more correctly: the melted polar ice caps 
that have caused Sea levels to rise, and thrown the world’s 


Diana Krall’s “Live in climate out of whack, leaving much of North America 
Rio” concert, filmed an inhospitable wasteland. 

en Harperhascarved _ band, Relentless 7, which demo. “It’s so refreshing last November at Ina near-future ravaged by the effects of environmental 

out a stellar career he calls, “A collective of when you remember life Vivo Rio concert hall in abuse, most sensible folk have fled for greener pastures, but a few 

playing bluesy-rock, fourmenplayingveryloud, can happen tous as much Rio de Janeiro, comes thrill-seekers have remained behind, pitting their grungy, home- 

folksy-rock, reggae- and hard, and who sweat.” —-we have to make life happen to the big screen tuned vehicles against each other to win fuel supplies in a new 

rock — a lot of Harper met guitarist for us. ] sound a little bit A ᾿ fora one-night-only extreme sport. 

hyphenatedrock— Jason Mozersky in the late like f---ing Dr. Philhere, but ileal oe screening on May 20th. Unlike simulation games that strive to convincingly replicate the 

over his 12 albums. "90s when Mozersky, who it’strue.Growthisoneof | Krall S sultry Set list includes standards handling of areal car, FUEL is an arcade-style racer, offering over-the- 

But suddenly, the |= workedasadriver fora the best things inlife,and : suchas “Cheek to Cheek” and “Let's Fall in top action and thrills. So what’s the twist? For once there are literally: 
universe told Ben Harper Texas music promoter, was  thisalbumrepresentssuch : Love,” andasmattering of bossa nova hits, no boundaries — if you see something, you can drive toit.The game ᾿ Ξ Wil 
he needed to just rock. shuttling Harper to a gig a vast creative expansion 2 including “Este Seu Olhar” and the reworked models an astonishing 14,000 square kilometres of diverse terrain ; DS, PC, PS2, Ξ After a 20-year absence, 
“There’s nothing forced and bravely asked to play for me personally.It wasn’t : “Boy from|panema.” and instead of racetracks with start and finish lines, youcarve your : PS3,PSP, WII, XBOX 360 ' scrappy boxer Little Mac — 
or cookie cutter about it, the star his demo tape. tobe denied andit wasn’t : Goto for participating own route across vast landscapes. | Like its big-screen inspiration, this : hero of the beloved Punch-Out!! 
it’s just where the music Harper said sure, loved it, contrived.” ; theatres and to buy tickets. Even better, the new-and-improved climate mixes things up with 2 third-person brawler unsheathes | for the NES console — returns 
demanded I be in the and they became friends. unpredictable extreme weather like blizzards, lightning strikes, : the cantankerous Wolverine’s : to pummel both challengers 
moment,” Harper says of The pair eventually hooked n Sandstorms and tornados. Not only does this affect your vehicle's ἘΠ wicked adamantium claws for ' andnew fighters. Naturally the 
his conversion to all-out up with drummer Jordan if C) τ VEIN τ performance in the moment, every time you race through an area, : bone-crunching action. To : game will use Wii-mote and 
rocker while in Toronto Richardson and bassist Jesse Ute Lemper - Before Yesterday and Tomorrow > Peaches - I Feel Cream Ξ its conditions will be different. : unravel his tragic past, you'll : nunchuk controllers to 
promoting his new album. Ingalls to form Relentless 7. Crisis in Hollywood - Safe and Sound > Better than Ezra - Paper Empire Ξ Rides include motorcycles and muscle cars for blazing across ἘΠ needallofthe lovable anti-hero’s : simulate th rowing punches, 
The evidence of his sea Even Harper thinks it’s Eminem - Relapse > Tori Amos - Abnormally Attracted to Sin : deserted blacktop, SUVs to tackle the tsunami-wrecked Pacific coast and ἱ mutant powers: feral instincts : but nostalgic (or lazy) gamers 

change can be found on pretty cool that he altered Passion Pit - Manners > Marilyn Manson - The High End of Low Ξ abandoned lakeside resorts, dirt bikes to scramble down mountain- : and bloody rage; brutal strength; : can switch to the classic 
that album, White Lies For the course of his career Ξ sides and dune buggies to traverse the arid wastelands skirtingthe : regenerative ability and, most : button-mashing play of 
Dark Times (out May 5th), because he let a dude Go to HMV.ca for more information = Grand Canyon. Who knew global warming could be so much fun? | importantly, his badass quips. )᾽ the original. 
recorded with his new driving a van play him a a RELEASE DATE: => ε RELEASE DATE: — ξ RELEASE DATE: > 
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BIG MOVIES COMING TO THE SMALL SCREEN .- sy magn: weisz 
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Queenie (Taraji P. Henson) looks on while her surrogate son (Pitt) takes his first steps in The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 


STARS! Brad Pitt, Cate Blanchett 
DIREGIOR: David Fincher 

(Fight Club) 

STORY: The beautifully told, 
albeit glacially paced, tale of 
Benjamin Button (Pitt) who is 
born a wrinkly monster, lives out 
his childhood as a bent-over 
Senior, grows into a strong 
middle-aged man, then a 
youthful old man, before ending 
his life as a baby. Blanchett is 
Daisy, Button’s lover who must 
deal with his increasing vigor as 
she grows old. 


STARS! Dustin Hoffman, 

Emma Thompson 
DIREGIOR: Joel Hopkins 

(Jump Tomorrow) 

STORY: Call it Before Sunrise 

for the nearly senior set. Hoffman 
plays Harvey, an American 
jingle writer in London for his 
daughter's wedding, who gets 
the bad news that his little girl 
would rather have her stepfather 
walk her down the aisle. 
Drowning his sorrows at a pub 
he meets Kate [Thompson], who 
has been stood up. They bond, 
and spend the day walking 
around London, talking and 
getting to know one another. 


DVD Extras: “An Unconventional 
Love Story: The Making of 
Last Chance Harvey” 


STARS! Michelle Williams, 

Will Patton 

DIREGIOR: Kelly Reichardt 

(Old Joy) 

STORY: On her way to Alaska to, 
perhaps, get a job at acannery, 
Wendy [Williams] runs into 
trouble when her car breaks 
down and she becomes 
separated from her only friend 
in the world, her dog Lucy. This 
little-seen movie was chosen 
the best of the year by the 
Toronto Film Critics Association. 


STARS! Michael Sheen, 

Bill Nighy 

DIREGIOR: Patrick Tatopoulos 
(debut) 

STORY: Respected British 
thespians Sheen (Frost/Nixon) 
and Nighy (Valkyrie) have a 
ball howling and snarling for 
the camera in this prequel to 
the other two Underworld 
movies. Sheen is young 
Lucian, leader of the 
werewolves, and Nighy is 
Viktor the Death Dealer (or 
vampire] in this film that 


TT 
Ἂς 
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Tom Cruise as Valkyrie’s Colonel Claus von Stauffenberg == 


traces the origins of the rival 


races’ blood feud. DVD Extras: 


“Re-creating the Dark Ages, 
The Look of Underworld: Rise 
of the Lycans,” commentary 


STARS! Anne Hathaway, 
Patrick Wilson 

DIRECTOR Rodrigo Garcia 
(Nine Lives) 

STORY: After a crash that kills 
all but nine of an airplane's 
100 passengers, the 
survivors are sent to see 
psychologist Claire Summers 
(Hathaway ) and deal with 
their trauma. But when, one 
by one, those survivors stop 
coming to Claire’s sessions 
she starts to suspect foul 
play. DVD Extras: deleted 
scenes, commentary, 
“Analysis of the Plane Crash” 


STARS: Kevin James, 

Raini Rodriguez 

DIREGIOR: Steve Carr 

(Are We Done Yet?) 

STORY: In the surprise hit of 


2009, James plays Paul Blart, 


a wannabe police officer who 
has to settle fora gigas a 


i δὲ —_ a 


mall security guard instead. On 
the one day the straight-laced 
Blart comes to work hung over 
(the result of a mix-up witha 
pitcher of margaritas] a band of 
crooks attacks the mall and 
Blart’s the only one who can 
Stop them. DVD Extras: deleted 
scenes, ‘Funon Set,” “Stunts,” 
“The Mall” 


STARS: Jensen Ackles, 

Jaime King 

DIREGTOR: Patrick Lussier 

(The Eye) 

STORY: First things first. Yes, 
the DVD is in 3D. Well, actually, 
it comes with both 2D and 3D 
versions, SO you Can decide just 
how far you want the blood to 
splatter. Now, the plot. Tom 
(Ackles] finally returns home 
10 years after being partially 
responsible for a mine cave-in 
that took five lives and 
subsequently created a Serial 
killer (don’t ask}. Everyone 
thought that killer was dead, 
but as soon as Tom returns, 

the murders begin again. 

DVD Extras: Special Edition DVD 
features “Deep Inside My Bloody 
Valentine,” “Sex, Blood and 
Screams,” four pairs of 

3D glasses 


STARS: Tom Cruise, 

Kenneth Branagh 

DIREGTOR: Bryan Singer (X-Men) 
STORY: The true story of 

Colonel Claus von Stauffenberg 
(Cruise}, a high-ranking German 
officer who, during World War Il, 
was instrumental ina plot to kill 
Hitler. Unfortunately, we all know 
this one’s not going to have a 
happy ending. DVD Extras: 
2-disc Special Edition DVD 
features commentary, 

“The Valkyrie Legacy,” 

“The Journey to Valkyrie” 


STARS! James Caviezel, 

Sophia Myles 

DIREGTOR: Howard McCain 

(No Dessert, Dad, Till You Mow 
the Lawn) 

STORY: Caviezel plays a 
humanoid alien from another 
planet who crash lands on 
Earth during Viking times. To 
complicate matters, he brings 
along an unwelcome stowaway 
in the form of amonster called 
The Moorwen. Nova Scotia and 
Newfoundland provided the 
shooting locales for this leather- 
bound sci-fi/fantasy hybrid. 


DVD Extras: deleted scenes, 
visual effects test, art galleries 


STARS! Renée Zellweger, 

Harry Connick Jr. 

DIREGTOR Jonas Elmer (Nynne) 
STORY: Director Jonas Elmer's last 
feature, Nynne, has been called 
the Danish Bridget Jones, so it’s 
no surprise that he connected 
with this project starring our 
Bridg (Zellweger) as a big-city 
consultant who is transferred to 
Small-town Minnesota to put its 
local food plant out of business. 
Will she do it, or will she fall in 
love with the plant’s union rep 
(Connick) instead? 
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HOROSCOPE ἘΠ ΜΑΥ ΤῊΣ 


Taurus 


BY DAN LIEBMAN 


ig May 14, 1969 


gg Melbourne, Australia 


April 21 Ἃ May 22 

Clarify messages coming your 
way. People are overly tactful, 
and you're never sure what 
they're trying to tell you. You 
exude an air of authority through 
much of the month. You also 
have very broad shoulders and 
provide solace, even to people 
you barely know. 


May 23 Ἃ June 21 

You observe a change — 
generally for the better — ina 
relative’s attitude, especially 
where money Is involved. You 
also gain the edge in some 
kind of power play taking 
place at work. 
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June 22 Ἃ July 22 

Your unique talents are 
showcased. Long-awaited 
information arrives, but don’t act 
on it until you're sure about the 
source. People are generally less 
touchy, so you can finally stop 
walking on eggshells. 


July 23 Ἃ August 22 

You receive the apology you 
thought you'd never get. You're 
very good at picking up vibes, 
especially those involving 
romance, and particularly 
during the long weekend of the 
16th. Finance Is a different 
beast — rely more on experts 
and less on instinct. 


August 23 %& September 22 
Secrets are revealed this month 
— both in the office and during 
family get-togethers. Remember 
that lemon life recently handed 
you Ὁ Squeeze it now, and make 
a great batch of lemonade. 


September 23 Ἃ October 22 
You know a meddler has crossed 
the line when even peace-loving 
Libra tosses diplomacy out the 
window, which happens right 
after the middle of the month. 


October 23 Ἃ November 21 
Someone is completing your 
sentences and trying to make 
your decisions. It’s an awkward 
Situation, but fix it Sooner rather 
than later. The full moon of the 
Oth starts a period of education. 


November 22 Ἃ December 22 
It’s a month of achievement. 
There’s someone who's so 
supportive that you’re 
convinced you have a personal 
good-luck charm. It doesn't hurt, 
either, that you’re highly 
disciplined. One caution: stop 
procrastinating. 


December 23 Ἃ January 20 
Your recent willingness to open 
up shows results. You learn from 
a recent mistake, and someone 
is seeing — and appreciating — 
your human side for the very 
first time. Creative collaborations 
prove highly rewarding. 


January 21 Ἃ February 19 
When you take the job nobody 
wants, it’s not because you're a 
martyr. The rewards are hidden, 
but you know they're there. You 
hear about an ex-friend’s 
difficulties and wonder whether 
to reach out. You'll have your 
answer by the end of the month. 


BIRTHDAYS 


February 20 % March 20 

You project an aura of 
confidence, shaking off doubts 
that others may have about 
your qualifications. Keep 
focusing on health, getting into 
shape for what’s sure to be an 
athletic summer. You discover 
that a crusty relative is quite 
tender under the surface. 


March 21 * April 20 

Your X-ray vision allows you to 
see through pretense, and you 
know at a glance who's phony 
and who's sincere. Someone 
important is seeing how you 
handle challenges and stress. 
Start a summer fitness program. 


ist: Wes Anderson 
1: Christine Baranski 


oth τ George Clooney 


7h: Breckin Meyer 
6th: Melissa Gilbert 


Jason Biggs 

Dennis Rodman 
Cate Blanchett 
Caroline Dhavernas 
h: Pierce Brosnan 


8th: Chow Yun-Fat 

19th: Rebecca Hall 

20th: Cher 

21st: Judge Reinhold 

22na: Richard Benjamin 

23rc: Drew Carey 

24th: Kristin Scott Thomas 
Mike Myers 

Helena Bonham Carter 
27th: Joseph Fiennes 

28th: Jesse Bradford 

29th: Annette Bening 

30th: Wynonna Judd 

31st: Colin Farrell 


BUY A DVD. AND GET A FEW EXTRAS TO ENJOY. 


Now with EVERY PURCHASE at the get a FREE popcorn voucher* 
redeemable at Cineplex theatres. PLUS, SCENE™ members earn points on every DVD they buy. 


Check out the at 


CINEPLEX 


ESCAPE WITH US’ 


TM/® 2009 Cineplex Entertainment LP or used under license. 


™ Trademarks of SCENE IP LP used under license. *Offer available for a limited time. Voucher redeemable at Cineplex theatres. 


We asked you... 


Relatively unknown 

actor Chris Pine plays 

OUR READERS HAVE THEIR SAY young Kirk in the new 
Star Trek movie. Who 
would you have cast 
in that role? 


/ 


Α Ὁ ( James Franco should have been the young Kirk 

Sin the new Star Trek movie,He would be this quirky, 

on the edge and raw emotional character similar, 

yet different, than the origitfalKifkpWilliam Shatner. 39 


j —Linda Jong, Toronto, ON ; 
7 
47 Youtold us... | & 
: 2 2 5 a 9 
Christopher Walken. ; Ryan Reynolds. I thought ; Joshua Jackson. He 2 Michael Cera. H ΘΙ D STO D α ρ | 88 ρ - | a | tS Γ rac ks 
They can computer- ε he did an amazing ξ has that same Shatner ξ Although better " 
generate Brad Pitt to look 2 impression of Kirk in an 2 swagger and cockiness Trek : known as a comedy actor, Piciaiate ν᾽ 
younger and older in : episode of Two Guys, : fanshavegrowntoknowand : hecould carry offa b f . Γ », \ 
The Curious Case of Benjamin : aGirl and a Pizza Place. i love. If not him, then why dramatic role with ease e O re α ρ ρ {- α rs Ἔ ' | 
Button, so they could definitely : —David Adema, Richmond, B.C. , not Shatner!? Oh that’s Ξ given his many nuanced 
mix Mr. Walken’s excellent : : right, he’s 90. : facial expressions. Slick the 
acting into a younger ! : —Bruce Dmitrienko, Waterloo,ON : hair back and bulk 
version of himself. ξ 2 Ξ him up a bit though. 
—Mitch Boudreau, : ε : Nicholas James-Bock, 
Ennismore, ON : ξ : Toronto, ON 


Feel a pimple coming? 


Try the new Clearasil Pimple Blocker Gel Pen.™ Its acne fighting ingredient gets deep 
into your pores and helps stop emerging pimples before they come to the surface. 
Use it anytime, anywhere. 


NEXT QUESTION: Movies often take place against breathtaking backdrops. If you could 
vacation at any one film’s location, where would it be? 


HY at Cineplex.com/famouslastwords 
All responses must be entered by May 31st. Look for the answers to this question in the July issue. Responses may be edited for length and clarity. [ | {3 (QS) Ι. 


clearasil.ca Clear Skin Confidence™ 


50 Famous» may 2009 


NIVEA 


FOR MEN 


wn 


WIN A YEAR OF ACTION 
WITH NIVEA FOR MEN! 


ΜΆ 


NIVEA 


FOR MEN 


Cool 
KICK 


FOR MEN 


SHAVING GEL COOL KICK 


G 
ELARASER = | AFTER SHAVE BALM 
enema = Shower Gel ; BAUME APRES-RASAGE 
..... 5»... ὲ 2 in 1 Body & Harr } 
ΝΙΝΕΑ 18g NET a icy Merthal & Coe! tosh Seems ΝΣ 
| on ΜΕ". ἢ Gel douche Om 33 FL ΟΣ - 


2 651 corps et cheveux 
COOL KICK Ene Je menthe 


Githa Giipe | yy partum ives 
ENERGIZING GEL mee 4 SA 


MOISTURIZER 500 ml 
GEL EweRcrsan! 
Hwrowaran! 


